vegetation includes Avicennia marina, Salicornia brachiata, Arthrocnemum indicum, Suaeda maritima and Sesuvium portulacastrum.
The study period was from January 2006 to December 2006. Specimens were collected randomly with local fishermen all over the estuary. In addition, small fish stranded in pools when the water receeds (that commercialists ignore) were collected. Identification was based on Daniels (2002) , Day (1878) , Jayaram (1981) , Talwar & Kacker (1984) , Talwar & Jhingran (1991) and Venkateswarlu & Rao (1986) .
Results and Discussion
A total of 75 species were recorded under 14 orders and 37 families. Perciformes dominated with 32 species (42.66%). 47 species were found exclusively in the estuary, 18 were in lowland streams and 10 species occurred both in the estuary and freshwater. Oreochromis mossambica is the only exotic species.
Inventorisation of living resources is of paramount importance to evolve conservation and management strategies, especially when economically important species are involved. As of date it is unfortunate that the Kaliveli Wetland has received little attention (from the viewpoint of the ichthyologist), this report gains importance as the Kaliveli Wetland has been described as one of the two most important wetlands along the Coromandel Coast of southern India (Perennou 1987; Perennou & Santharam 1990 
